
The Biggest Problem With Christmas placemats 
Traits and Examples 
Christmas placemats can make any holiday table look bright and festive. They add color, 
warmth, and charm. They protect your table and help keep things neat. Many people use them 
every December to bring the holiday mood to life. But Christmas placemats also come with a 
few problems that often go unnoticed. Some of these issues affect how they look, how long they 
last, and how useful they are. 

Knowing these problems helps you choose better placemats and avoid frustration later. Let’s 
break down the biggest issues, why they happen, and examples you may have seen in real 
homes. 

Problem 1: Christmas Placemats Often Look Too Busy 

The most common issue with Christmas placemats is their design. Many of them have loud 
prints, bright colors, and too many patterns. These designs can overwhelm the table instead of 
decorating it. 

Why It Happens 

Holiday items often lean toward bold graphics because they try to capture Christmas in one 
look: reindeer, Santa, trees, bells, stars, candy canes, and glitter. When all these elements sit 
together, the placemat stops looking festive and starts looking chaotic. 

Examples 

●​ A placemat with red stripes, green borders, huge snowflakes, and gold glitter all at once. 
●​ A mat that mixes cartoons, metallic ink, and neon colors. 
●​ A table where the placemat fights with the plates, the runner, and the centerpiece. 

When the design becomes too loud, the table looks messy instead of magical. 

Problem 2: Cheap Fabrics Wear Out Too Fast 

Many holiday placemats use low-quality materials because they are meant for seasonal use. 
But this becomes a problem when you expect them to last more than one Christmas. 

https://www.allcottonandlinen.com/collections/linen-placemats
https://www.allcottonandlinen.com/collections/linen-placemats


Why It Happens 

Seasonal products often focus on aesthetic appeal rather than durability. This leads to thin 
fabrics, flimsy stitching, and low-quality printing. 

Examples 

●​ Cotton blends that fade after one wash. 
●​ PVC mats that curl at the edges. 
●​ Felt mats that attract lint and lose shape. 
●​ Decorative stitching that unravels after light use. 

A placemat should survive spills, heat, and washing. When the fabric is weak, it fails in all these 
areas. 

Problem 3: Hard-to-Clean Surfaces 

Many Christmas placemats look pretty but are not practical. Some fabrics absorb stains. Some 
textures trap crumbs. Others shrink or wrinkle easily. 

Why It Happens 

Holiday placemats often prioritize design over function. Makers use glitter layers, embroidered 
threads, or textured fabrics that cannot handle daily messes. 

Examples 

●​ Glitter placemats that leave sparkles everywhere. 
●​ Quilted designs that trap gravy, sauces, and crumbs. 
●​ Linen placemats that wrinkle the moment you place a plate. 
●​ Plastic mats that stain when you place hot dishes on them. 

When cleaning becomes difficult, the placemat loses its purpose. 

Problem 4: Poor Sizing That Doesn’t Fit Most Tables 

Many Christmas placemats come in sizes that do not match standard plates or dining setups. 
Too small, and they fail to protect the table. Too big, and they overlap or hang awkwardly. 

Why It Happens 

Companies create decorative placemats prioritizing design instead of functionality. They may 
ignore standard table measurements or try to stand out by offering unusual shapes. 



Examples 

●​ Oversized round placemats that touch each other on small tables. 
●​ Narrow rectangular mats that leave no room for cutlery. 
●​ Decorative shapes like trees or stars that look cute but hold nothing securely. 

Good placemats should support the plate, cutlery, and glass without looking cramped. 

Problem 5: Designs That Don’t Match the Rest of the Table 

Christmas placemats should blend with napkins, dishes, candles, and other décor. But many 
holiday placemats come in designs that clash with most home styles. 

Why It Happens 

Brands try to be unique, which often leads to unusual combinations of colors, patterns, and 
shapes. 

Examples 

●​ A rustic wooden table paired with shiny metallic placemats. 
●​ Soft pastel Christmas décor paired with loud neon mats. 
●​ A minimal table paired with cartoon-style prints. 

When placemats don’t match the theme, the whole table feels disconnected. 

Problem 6: Seasonal Limitation 

Christmas placemats work only for a short time during the year. Many people struggle to store 
them, reuse them, or justify the cost. 

Why It Happens 

Seasonal items use holiday-specific prints. Once the season ends, the placemats lose value. 

Examples 

●​ Bright Santa prints that look odd in January. 
●​ Sparkly mats that feel too festive for normal dining. 
●​ Designs that only match holiday dishes, not everyday plates. 

This limitation makes some people avoid investing in quality placemats. 



Problem 7: Kids and Pets Can Damage Them Easily 

Christmas gatherings often include kids, pets, or both. Festive placemats look attractive, which 
increases the risk of pulling, scratching, and staining. 

Why It Happens 

Holiday placemats often use embellishments like beads, glitter, or embroidery, which are 
delicate. 

Examples 

●​ Kids picking at sequins or glitter. 
●​ Pets dragging placemats off the table. 
●​ Hot cocoa, gravy, or cranberry stains that don’t wash out. 

Durability becomes a key factor in household settings. 

Problem 8: They May Not Stay in Place 

Some placemats slide easily, especially on smooth wooden or glass tables. This creates a 
messy and unsafe dining space. 

Why It Happens 

Certain fabrics have no grip. Decorative mats often use materials chosen for looks, not function. 

Examples 

●​ Slippery polyester mats that slide when you place cutlery. 
●​ Glossy PVC mats with no backing. 
●​ Lightweight mats that lift when a fan or breeze hits the room. 

Good placemats should stay steady under plates and glasses. 

Final Thoughts 

Christmas placemats bring joy, color, and warmth to the holiday table. But not all of them work 
well in real homes. Many of the biggest problems come from design choices, weak materials, 
sizing issues, and cleaning challenges. Understanding these flaws helps you choose better 
placemats for your home. 



A good Christmas placemat should be festive but not chaotic, durable but not stiff, easy to 
clean, and sized correctly. It should enhance your table, match your décor, and last through 
many holiday meals. 

When you know what to watch out for, you can pick placemats that make your Christmas table 
shine without the common problems that frustrate many users. 
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