
Transporting Vehicles Interstate and Car Freight: Everything You Need to Know 

Moving a car from one state to another can be a stressful task, especially if you're relocating, 

selling a vehicle, or purchasing one from another city. This is where interstate vehicle 

transport and car freight services come into play. These services make the process easier, 

faster, and safer for both individuals and businesses. 

In this blog, we’ll walk you through the key details about transporting vehicles interstate, the 

different car freight options available, how the process works, costs involved, and how to 

choose the right service provider. 

 

What is Interstate Vehicle Transport? 

Interstate vehicle transport refers to the service of moving a car or other vehicle from one 

state to another using a professional carrier. Whether you're moving across the country or 

just a few hundred kilometres away, using a transport company ensures that your car arrives 

safely without you having to drive it yourself. 

Who Uses Interstate Car Transport Services? 

 People relocating for work or family 

 Car dealerships buying or selling interstate 

 Online car buyers and sellers 

 Fleet companies moving multiple vehicles 

 Tourists or seasonal residents 

 

What is Car Freight? 

Car freight involves the transportation of vehicles using freight logistics. It includes moving 

cars via road (truck trailers), rail, or even sea for longer distances. Car freight is generally 

used for large-scale transport needs such as: 

 Moving several cars at once 

 Exporting or importing vehicles 

 Corporate relocations or auctions 

 

Types of Car Transport Options 

https://www.easycartransport.com.au/car-transport-from-adelaide-to-sydney
https://www.easycartransport.com.au/car-freight-australia/


When it comes to transporting vehicles, there are several options available depending on 

your budget, timeline, and the level of protection you need. 

1. Open Carrier Transport 

This is the most common and affordable method. Your car is loaded onto an open trailer 

with several other vehicles. It’s suitable for standard cars that don’t require extra protection. 

Pros: 

 Cost-effective 

 Easily available 

Cons: 

 Exposure to weather and road debris 

2. Enclosed Carrier Transport 

Here, the vehicle is transported in a covered truck or trailer. It’s ideal for luxury, vintage, or 

classic cars that need extra care. 

Pros: 

 Full protection from elements 

 Added security 

Cons: 

 Higher cost 

3. Rail Transport 

Some companies offer car transport via train. It’s a great option for long distances and can 

be cheaper than road transport for bulk moves. 

Pros: 

 Ideal for long-distance 

 Reliable scheduling 

Cons: 

 Limited drop-off points 

 Slower than road in some cases 

 

The Process of Transporting a Vehicle Interstate 



Understanding the steps involved can make the experience smoother and more transparent. 

Step 1: Get a Quote 

Most companies offer online quotes. Provide details like: 

 Pick-up and delivery locations 

 Vehicle make and model 

 Preferred transport method (open or enclosed) 

 Desired transport dates 

Step 2: Book the Service 

Once you compare quotes and reviews, book the best option. Confirm the timeline, 

insurance, and terms. 

Step 3: Prepare Your Vehicle 

Before shipping, make sure to: 

 Clean the vehicle 

 Remove all personal items 

 Check fuel level (¼ tank is ideal) 

 Take pictures for condition proof 

 Disable alarm systems 

Step 4: Pick-up and Inspection 

The driver will inspect your car and fill out a vehicle condition report. This protects both you 

and the company in case of any damage. 

Step 5: Delivery and Final Check 

Your vehicle is delivered to the specified address. Check the condition again and sign off 

once everything looks good. 

 

Factors That Affect the Cost of Car Freight 

Several elements influence how much you’ll pay to transport a vehicle interstate: 

1. Distance 

The longer the distance, the higher the cost. However, cost per kilometre may decrease for 

longer trips. 



2. Vehicle Type and Size 

Larger or heavier vehicles like SUVs and trucks may cost more to transport due to space and 

weight considerations. 

3. Transport Method 

Enclosed carriers cost more than open carriers due to the added protection. 

4. Pick-up and Drop-off Locations 

Door-to-door delivery is more convenient but can be more expensive than terminal-to-

terminal services. 

5. Time of Year 

Prices can fluctuate based on demand. For example, summer or end-of-year holidays are 

typically more expensive due to higher demand. 

6. Urgency 

Expedited shipping costs more. Planning in advance helps save money. 

 

Benefits of Using Professional Car Freight Services 

Hiring a professional transport company comes with several advantages: 

✅ Safe and Secure 

Your car is handled by trained drivers and professionals who ensure it's transported with 

care. 

✅ Saves Time and Energy 

No need to take time off to drive long distances or deal with wear and tear on your vehicle. 

✅ Insurance Coverage 

Reputed companies offer transit insurance, giving you peace of mind in case of any 

unforeseen issues. 

✅ Convenience 

Door-to-door pick-up and delivery makes the whole process easy, especially if you’re 

relocating or busy. 

 

How to Choose the Right Transport Company 



With so many options out there, it’s important to pick a reliable and experienced provider. 

Here are some tips: 

✔️ Check Reviews and Ratings 

Online reviews on Google, Trustpilot, or transport forums can reveal the company’s 

customer service and reliability. 

✔️ Compare Quotes 

Don’t just go for the cheapest. Compare services, delivery times, and what’s included in the 

price. 

✔️ Ask About Insurance 

Ensure the company provides adequate insurance and understand what is covered. 

✔️ Confirm Licensing 

The company should have valid transport permits and registration with transport 

authorities. 

✔️ Customer Support 

A responsive and helpful customer support team is a sign of a trustworthy service provider. 

 

Final Thoughts 

Transporting vehicles interstate and using car freight services is a practical and efficient 

solution whether you're relocating, buying, or selling a car. By choosing the right service 

provider, understanding your options, and planning ahead, you can ensure a smooth and 

stress-free experience. 

From open to enclosed transport, road to rail shipping—there are options for every budget 

and need. Always remember to do your research, understand the terms, and protect your 

vehicle by preparing it properly before the move. 

 


